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and prevented it. The wires flashed indignant protests to Washington
against this hostile act of Gardner's. Most of them were directed to the
only South Carolinian in high office, the Assistant Secretary of State,
Trescott. When he received them on the 9th he went to the White
House, where the Cabinet was in session. He arrived as they were
breaking up, so that he could take Floyd aside and with Cobb's help
urge that the "hostile" step be curbed. Floyd authorized him to tele-
graph that no arms should be moved.19
On that historic November 9 Buchanan had held his first cabinet
meeting since the election. He had been busy attempting to prepare a
statement of policy that would prevent secession, or at least postpone
it until after March 4. Letters had come in urging him to issue a procla-
mation, and he was weighing such a step or some use of his annual
message. He this day brought before his advisers a plan for Congress
to call a general convention to draft constitutional amendments which
would restore harmony. Cobb, Thompson, and Toucey thought well
of the plan. Floyd was indifferent; he felt that no particular action was
necessary because the Lincoln administration promised to be so weak
that no one could fear it. Holt was opposed because he was afraid that
the convention might fail and in so doing unite the South on a seces-
sion program. Black and Cass were more decided in their opposition
and wanted to use force to halt secession. The President then asked
Black for an extended legal opinion on secession and the federal power
in the crisis.
The news from Charleston, relayed by Trescott, made imperative
a special cabinet meeting on the morrow. That Saturday was a dark
and dismal day, with a cold northeast storm drenching the streets and
the spirits of the capital. In considering the question of the forts the
President referred again to his plan discussed the previous day. He now
was prepared to proclaim his opposition to secession and his intention
to use whatever power he had to defend federal property and enforce
federal law. Cobb, Thompson, and Floyd objected to this forthright
statement, and the first two were insistent that something be done to
quiet Charleston's anxiety over Gardner's attempted transfer of muni-
tions. Cass and Black were in favor of Buchanan's statement and urged
that Gardner be reenforced; so probably did Holt and Toucey.20